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public schools

According to the 197-A Plan, students in Williamsburg
attend both public and private schools. In 1994 there
were 24 private and parochial schools in this area,
with an enrollment of 11,110 (57.5% of the 19,319
children attending school at the time).

The remaining children attend public schools Wigure
1). There are a total of 11 elementary schools serving
the Greenpoint-Williamsburg area. Three of those
elementary schools are located within the Greenpoint
sub-area, and the remaining eight schools are located
in the Williamsburg sub-i'lrea. It should be noted that
P.S. 19 has a transportable unit that is listed sepa-
rately in Table 1 in terms of capacity and utilization.
The eight elementary schools within the Williamsburg
sub-area had a capacity of 6,314 seats in the 2002-
2003 academic year, and enrollment of 5,248
students, for a utilization of approximately 83%, with
1,066 available seats (see Table 1).

There are a total of four intermediate schools serving
the study area. The three within the Williamsburg
sub-area all operated below capacity, with a combined
capacity of 3,706 seats in the 2002-2003 academic
year, and enrollment of 2,267 students, for a utilization
of approximately 61%, with 1,439 available seats.

There are three publicly funded high schools located
within the study area: Automotive High School at 50
Bedford Avenue, Harry Van Arsdale High School at
257 North 6 Street, and EI Puente Academy for Peace
and Justice at 211 South 4 Street (see Figure 1). The
Automotive High School provides special academic
programs for automotive service center specialist,
automotive business technology, and computer
repairs and electronics. The school, which is open to
all New York City residents, had a utilization rate of
74% in the 2002-2003 academic year, with 250
available seats.

EI Puente Academy offers special programs in law
and government. The school, which is open only to
residents of Brooklyn, operated well above capacity in
the 2002-2003 academic rate, with a utilization rate of
approximately 173%, and a shortfall of 74 seats. Van
Arsdale High School offers special programs in
business/virtual enterprise, technology, pre-pharmacy,
and pre-teaching. This school had a utilization rate of
100% in the 2002-2003 academic year, with only 2
available seats.

The three high schools in the study area had a
combined capacity for 2,396 students, while the
enrollment for the 2002-2003 school year was
approximately 2,218 students, resulting in an overall
utilization of 93%, with 178 available seats. For
Brooklyn as a whole, total high school capacity was
86,978 in the 2002-2003 academic year, and enroll-
ment was 89,400, for a borough-wide utilization of
approximately 103%, with'a deficiency of 2,422 seats.
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Figure 1- Community Facilities: Libraries
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Table 1- Existing LibraryFacilities Withinthe Study Area

Souree: Brooklyn Public Library, Novembcr 2003.

'" The Williamsburg Branch was clos<'d lor major renovations during Fisc.1 Year 20.)3, Therefore. da'a provided
arc for Fiscal Year 2002, whereas data for the other IwO branches arc for FIScal Year 2003.

libraries
The study area is currently served by three BPL
branch facilities, including the Greenpoint Branch,
Leonard Branch, and Williamsburgh Branch.
Each of these facilities is shown in Figure 1 and
discussed briefly below, and Table 1 provides the
total volumes, circulation and number of
programs offered at each facility.

The Greenpoint Branch Library at 107 Norman
Avenue (at Leonard Street) is located less than
1/4-mile from the boundary of the proposed
action area. The library is located in a one-story
building which was constructed in 1906 and
renovated in 1972: The branch provides 8 com-
puters in the adLllt room, with public internet
access, and has a meeting room which is avail-
able for public programs and meetings. In addi-
tion to the normal services offered throughout the
BPL facilities, the Greenpoint library houses one
of BPL's Child's Place for Children with Special
Needs. The Greenpoint Branch is open five days
a week (closed Sunday and Monday) and is
wheelchair accessible.

The Leonard Branch Library at 81 Devoe Street
(at Leonard Street) is also located less than
Y-o-milefrom the boundary of the proposed action
area. This one-story Carnegie library was
constructed in 1908, and underwent major
renovations from the 1950s through the 1980s.
The Leonard branch provides 8 computers in the
computer area, with public internet access, and
has a meeting room which is available for public
programs and meetings, as well as seating in the
adult/teen and children's reading areas. The
Leonard library is open five days a week (closed
Saturday and Sunday). As shown in Table 1, in
Fiscal Year 2003, the Leonard library branch had
67,914 volumes, with a total circulation of
103,376. The Leonard branch had an annual
attendance of approximately 100,181 people in
that period, and approximately 11,096 people
attended some type of program or event offered
at the library in FY03.

The Williamsburgh Branch Library at 240 Division
Avenue (at Marcy Avenue) is located approxi-
mately 1/4-mile from the boundary of the
proposed action area. This branch, which was
constructed in 1903, was the first Carnegie library
built in Brooklyn. The building, which consists of
three floors plus a mezzanine, was renovated in
1955, was closed for a substantial renovation
beginning in 2003, and reopened in January
2005. Renovations at the Williamsburgh branch
include ADAcompliance, technology upgrades,
new boiler and HVAC systems, floors, ceilings,
lighting, and circulation function. ADA compliance
includes accessible bathrooms, exterior ramps
and elevator aC,cessto basement and second
floors.

Mal' To'al Aonnal l"o. of Programs
No. Lihrary Volumes Cireulatioo A.t<ndan,'e Offen'd

I Grccnpoint Branch 91.671 178.963 98.912 328

2 Leonard Braoch 67.914 103.376 100,181 1.149

3 Williamshurgh Branch 0) ">,629 102.247 82.000 >94

Total Study' Area 275,214 384.586 281.093 2,071




